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The scholarly publishing 

landscape today



The scholarly publishing landscape

Continuous growth in scholarly publishing

Source Dimensions

Based on a data paper by the MPDL Big Data Analytics Group. DOI 10.17617/2.3361428
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Overall, research article 

output has grown 

consistently over the past 

decades. 

Annual totals have 

increased from around 

1.5M articles published in 

2002 to approximately 

5.5M published in 2023.

https://doi.org/10.17617/2.3361428
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The scholarly publishing landscape

Continuous growth in scholarly publishing

Graphic source Springer Nature FY 2024 Results https://ir.springernature.com/media/document/76d34d92-c1cd-4ca0-8538-186d35cbb55e/assets/SN_FY_2024_Presentation.pdf

Reference WIPO Global Innovation Index https://www.wipo.int/en/web/global-innovation-index/w/blogs/2024/end-of-year-edition

https://ir.springernature.com/media/document/76d34d92-c1cd-4ca0-8538-186d35cbb55e/assets/SN_FY_2024_Presentation.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/global-innovation-index/w/blogs/2024/end-of-year-edition


The scholarly publishing landscape

Evolution of global open access publishing trends

Source Dimensions

Based on a data paper by the MPDL Big Data Analytics Group. DOI 10.17617/2.3361428
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Controlled hybrid open 

access under 

transformative agreements 

has played a key role in 

curbing growth in articles 

published beyond 

subscription paywalls while 

accelerating the shift to 

open access publishing

https://doi.org/10.17617/2.3361428
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Articles with publisher-held 

copyright are leveling off, 

while those with author-

granted Creative Commons 

licenses have now 

surpassed them, 

highlighting the growing 

shift towards open access 

and author rights in 

scholarly publishing

The scholarly publishing landscape

Global open access publishing trends and copyright

Source Dimensions

Based on a data paper by the MPDL Big Data Analytics Group. DOI 10.17617/2.3361428

https://doi.org/10.17617/2.3361428


The scholarly publishing landscape

Open access publishing and publisher revenues
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Source Delta Think 

Market Sizing Reports 2023 and 2024 https://deltathink.com/news/

While open access now 

makes up 50% of the total 

article share, subscription-

based publishing still drives 

80% of publisher revenues. 

Open Access is not only a 

more equitable model but 

also significantly more 

affordable in the long term 

compared to subscription 

publishing.

https://deltathink.com/news/
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Publisher

insights
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The scholarly publishing landscape

Total article output of select publishers

Source The Brief

Issue 68: Retrenchment https://www.ce-strategy.com/the-brief/retrenchment/

“we have heard anecdotally 

from several publishers 

that their submissions are 

up by double digits and 

they attribute this entirely 

to the shift away from 

MDPI, Frontiers, and 

Hindawi.”

https://www.ce-strategy.com/the-brief/retrenchment/


The scholarly publishing landscape

Total open access article output of select publishers

Source Journalology #109 

Research and review articles published OA in fully OA or hybrid journals https://ck.journalology.com/posts/journalology-109-in-decline
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“we have heard 

anecdotally from 

several publishers 

that their submissions 

are up by double 

digits and they 

attribute this entirely 

to the shift away from 

MDPI, Frontiers, and 

Hindawi.”

https://ck.journalology.com/posts/journalology-109-in-decline


10

The scholarly publishing landscape

Growth drivers of open access publishing: megajournals

Source The Brief

Issue 68: Retrenchment https://www.ce-strategy.com/the-brief/retrenchment/

https://www.ce-strategy.com/the-brief/retrenchment/


The scholarly publishing landscape

Growth drivers of open access publishing: TAs

Source ESAC Market Watch

Transformative agreements over time, by publisher https://esac-initiative.org/market-watch/
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https://esac-initiative.org/market-watch/


Key publisher insights

Wiley agreement benchmarks
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Sources

DEAL Konsortium Wiley agreement https://deal-konsortium.de/en/agreements/wiley

California Digital Library Wiley UC transformative agreement https://ucsf.app.box.com/s/in1d6ry2vc2tryyypb7yz3ofg90zhy6q

– Price transparency enables 

comparisons and competition

 PAR fee in first Wiley agreement: 

Euro 2750

 Tiered pricing of PAR fees in 

second Wiley agreement: Euro 3150 

to 2200 with an expected average 

per-article cost to be Euro 2610

– Move from pre-payment of subscriptions 

(lump sums) to post-payment based on actual 

article output: PAR fee that rolls up costs of 

OA publishing and reading >> funding follow 

authors wherever they choose to publish

– Integration of data privacy clauses in all 

agreements

https://deal-konsortium.de/en/agreements/wiley
https://ucsf.app.box.com/s/in1d6ry2vc2tryyypb7yz3ofg90zhy6q


Key publisher insights

Wiley negotiations failed in Norway
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Source openscience.no

https://www.openscience.no/en/news/no-agreement-between-wiley-and-sikt-new-publish-and-read-agreement-2025

“

https://www.openscience.no/en/news/no-agreement-between-wiley-and-sikt-new-publish-and-read-agreement-2025


Key publisher insights

Wiley on equity
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Source Wiley

Are transformational agreements really having an impact? https://www.wiley.com/en-us/network/publishing/research-

publishing/open-access/are-transformational-agreements-really-making-an-impact

Pilot pricing framework https://newsroom.wiley.com/press-releases/press-release-details/2025/Wiley-launches-pilot-pricing-

framework-to-support-equitable-OA-publishing-for-researchers-in-Latin-America/default.aspx

https://www.wiley.com/en-us/network/publishing/research-publishing/open-access/are-transformational-agreements-really-making-an-impact
https://newsroom.wiley.com/press-releases/press-release-details/2025/Wiley-launches-pilot-pricing-framework-to-support-equitable-OA-publishing-for-researchers-in-Latin-America/default.aspx


Key publisher insights

Wiley bets on high-profile journals and AI

15

Source Wiley

Earning’s call March 2025 transcript https://s27.q4cdn.com/812717746/files/doc_financials/2025/q3/Q325-Earnings-Transcript.pdf

“

https://s27.q4cdn.com/812717746/files/doc_financials/2025/q3/Q325-Earnings-Transcript.pdf


Key publisher insights

Wiley bets on high-profile journals and AI
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Source Wiley

Earning’s call March 2025 transcript https://s27.q4cdn.com/812717746/files/doc_financials/2025/q3/Q325-Earnings-Transcript.pdf

“

https://s27.q4cdn.com/812717746/files/doc_financials/2025/q3/Q325-Earnings-Transcript.pdf


Key publisher insights

Taylor & Francis market insights
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Source Informa PLC

2024 Preliminary Full-Year Results https://www.informa.com/globalassets/documents/investor-relations/2025/informa-2024-full-year-results.pdf

https://www.informa.com/globalassets/documents/investor-relations/2025/informa-2024-full-year-results.pdf


Key publisher insights

Taylor & Francis initiative
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Source Taylor & Francis

https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/collective-pathway-to-open-publishing/

“

https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/collective-pathway-to-open-publishing/
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Evolving priorities in 

publisher negotiations



B17 final statement

Renewed priorities of our community
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Source OA2020 Initiative

B17 Final Statement https://oa2020.org/b17-conference/final-statement/

“We reject any claim to exclusive rights over research articles and 

related outputs (data, code, preprint, peer review reports, etc.)”

”Application of a CC BY license ensures that scholarly literature and 

associated outputs contribute to a globally accessible and robust 

corpus of knowledge for computational research, allowing the 

academy to fully harness this potential(…)”

”We call on publishers to collaborate with the research community to 

enable the full opening of research information, as described in the 

Barcelona Declaration.”

”As institutions shift their financial commitments from subscriptions to 

open access, publishers must adapt their pricing structures 

accordingly (…) reducing historical revenue levels to achieve a fairer 

distribution of publishing costs. (…) Institutions with high research 

output must have the confidence that their investments reflect the true 

cost of responsible open access publishing.”

https://oa2020.org/b17-conference/final-statement/
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Negotiations shaping OA publishing

Developments in author rights

Since B16, libraries are actively 

working with publishers to 

ensure License to Publish 

agreements of restrictive CC BY 

licenses preserve author rights, 

as originally intended

Source OA2020 Initiative

Rich Schneider’s presentation at B17 https://oa2020.org/b17-conference/agenda/

Before B16 Since B16

https://oa2020.org/b16-conference/final-statement/
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Negotiations shaping OA publishing

Developments in author rights

Since B16, libraries are actively 

working with publishers to 

ensure License to Publish 

agreements of restrictive CC BY 

licenses preserve author rights, 

as originally intended

Source OA2020 Initiative

Rich Schneider’s presentation at B17 https://oa2020.org/b17-conference/agenda/

Before B16 Since B16

https://oa2020.org/b16-conference/final-statement/
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Negotiations shaping OA publishing

Developments in author rights

But there is still work 

to be done!

Source OA2020 Initiative

Rich Schneider’s presentation at B17 https://oa2020.org/b17-conference/agenda/

https://oa2020.org/b16-conference/final-statement/


Negotiations shaping OA publishing

CC BY to harness the power of AI
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Sources 

Inside Higher Ed https://www.insidehighered.com/opinion/views/2025/01/07/ai-deals-underscore-importance-open-access-opinion

ICOLC https://icolc.net/statements/icolc-statement-ai-licensing

“

https://www.insidehighered.com/opinion/views/2025/01/07/ai-deals-underscore-importance-open-access-opinion
https://icolc.net/statements/icolc-statement-ai-licensing
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B16 final statement

Key community demands in 2023
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Source OA2020 Initiative

B16 Final Statement https://oa2020.org/b16-conference/final-statement/

– The global open access transition must advance at a far greater 

pace

– Inequity is incompatible with scholarly publishing

– Academic self-governance is an imperative in scholarly publishing

– Author choice and author rights must be fully enabled

https://oa2020.org/b16-conference/final-statement/

